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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – June 4, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 

Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally 
takes place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 

 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Police Chief Tom De Angelis, Julius Peel, State Representatives Jennie Gomarlo, and Barry Faulkner, 
State Senator Jay Kahn, Administrative Assistant Jenna Fraunfelder 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Update for this date: 4795 cases, 265 deaths, 3157 recovered.  Branley said Cheshire County has a total 
of 57 cases. He said modified summer camp will happen this summer with limited numbers.  June 29, 
2020 will be start of camp and will run for 7 weeks. Branley spoke about breaking up camp into a 
number of sessions to allow more children to participate. Fraunfelder said first session is first 4 weeks 
and last session will be last 3 weeks. Branley referred to reaching out to folks who signed up to be on 
the list for camp.  
 
Question about what Swanzey does non-discriminating toward minorities. Police Chief Tom De Angelis 
said the department has a policy to follow. Supervisors review issues that arise in report. There have not 
been any incidents reported.  Each officer is audited by supervisors to check for concerns. He said there 
is very little contact with minorities due to the demographics of the county.  He said there was one 
arrest last year of a black male in 2019. He said management system keeps data for officer contacts if 
there was an issue.  
 
Faulkner asked if officers get training on different holds on folks being arrested.  Faulkner said the hold 
on the perpetrator in the news now was inappropriate. De Angelis said use of force policy restricts any 
type of breathing technique including knee or chock holds. Gomarlo thank the Chief. 
 
Peel spoke about a meeting he attended about homeless communities and assistance to those 
communities.  Main Street relief program was discussed.  He referred to programs still in force and the 
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amount of assistance that might be forthcoming. He spoke about NH child care assistance.  Small 
business gap coverage was discussed.  
 
Kahn provided a legislative update: three tele-medicine bills were discussed.  June 16 session the bill will 
come up. The bill should have bi-partisan support.  He referred to a water bill and dealing with testing 
and remediation for PFAS chemicals.  There will be a process for funding remediation to towns.  
 
Faulkner said there is a lot of prioritizing for most important goals. He said the House is working as 
efficiently as possible given the situation.  
 
Kahn said the Senate is working on suggested appropriations to deal with homelessness.  Help renters 
and property owners with lag in rent payments.  Kahn also spoke about broadband to help support 
public and private partnerships.  Dollars are going out to communities by December 30th.  
 
Bittel asked about Swanzey liquor store as to when it will be opened. Kahn said there was a labor 
concern for some stores. Some stores that were closed were re-opened.  He said he would research 
when it would open.  Branley noted the size of the store is a factor. If the store is small then social 
distancing isn’t easy.  It is an essential revenue source for the state of New Hampshire.  Bittel said 
closing border stores makes sense but the state needs the revenue from other stores. Kahn said he will 
call the Commissioner and find some answers.  Kahn left the meeting. 
 
Branley said Margaret Burns from NHMA sent an email:  folks asked about state aid coming to towns 
and Governor said towns will get money budgeted in 2020.  Also the plan is to open schools in 
September but current CDC guidelines are not practical. Branley it should not necessarily be assumed 
that schools will open as normal in the fall.  There is acknowledgement that schools cannot open if they 
cannot do so safely. 
 
Colby thanked the participants, and he said if asked for a password it will be the same as today. 
 
Meeting over at 2:30 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on June 17, 2020  
 


